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MISSION

D e l i v e r  h e a l t h y  f o o d  t o  
h u n g r y  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  p o o r e s t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d .

VISION

A WORLD WHERE ALL 
CHILDREN THRIVE

thrive-global.org

"Look closely at the present you are 
constructing, it should look a lot like the future 

you are dreaming." -Alice Walker
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100 DAYS OF COVID-19 

OUR RESPONSE 

Pivot from FeedIng Students tO 
FeedIng Their Entire Families

Click here for VIDEO

https://vimeo.com/426726380
https://give.classy.org/schoolfrozehungerrose
https://give.classy.org/schoolfrozehungerrose
https://vimeo.com/426726380


Dear Thrive Community,

The world is turned upside down. Here we are -- 100 days iNTo uncharted waTers, 
with pain and uncertainty finding its way into all aspects of life. It can be hard, often 
scary , and altogether too much some days. We send our love to those who have 

experienced loss and hold you and yours tight in our hearts. As a community, we are 

here for each othEr.  

You show that in your tenacity to keep Thrive, thriving. Thrive could’ve chosen to put 
our work “on-hold” until the schools open back up, but you wouldn’t hear of it. You 

said our students’ families need Thrive now, more than ever. Food scarcity is real 

anD hunger is immiNent.  

With you, we swept in to do what we do best: nourish othErs.  

We are grateful for you joining us to feed. Since COVID-19 hit,  we have provided 1,800 

Thrive family members with essential food packs each month, that’s over 130,000 

meals.  It is an absolute joy to see the relief your support brings families. 

Our action is needed. Schools are closed until September, at least, and thousands of 

others are requesting our support. Hunger escalaTed.  

$15/1300 BDT feeds a family for a moNth.  

We encourage you to invite your circle to join us in putting food on the table. Lets 
each commit to ask 3 friends, family or colleagues to join our mission to feed. 

Together, we fuel resilience -- one family meal at-a-time, building a future where 

all thrive. 

With love, 

Thrive CEO, Co-founder 

 

thrive-global.org
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FINANCIALS

FEED thrive-global.org

MAY, 2020

      

 
 

Total Expenses: $9,905

*Revised budget factors in COVID-19 response 

We ended May with 4.7 months in reserves for direct program costs**  

**Thrive is committed to 6 months in reserves before we INCREASE our 

program reach.  

13%

Total Revenue:  

$16,673

UNDER 
budget 
projectioNs 

Ended May with 30% toward 
the year-end budget goal of 

$256,000*

Program  
67%    

Development  
 25%    

Administrative 
 8%    
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MAY 
HIGHLIGHTS

Board Members, Amna Rahman  
and Sadia Moyeen spearheaded our 
successful Ramadan Campaign, 
bringing 1,328 dry food packs to 
families from 69 supporters during 
the month of Ramadan.  

Our annual Mother’s Day campaign 
shifted from milk at school to 
bringing food packs to families.  
30 supporters ensured 171 families 
were fed.  

The food packs were prepared and 
delivered through our partner, Direct 
Fresh, and included the essentials, 
daal, potatoes, rice, onions sugar and 
spices, as well as in-kind biscuits 
from IFAD, Hashi Khushi from Care 
Nutrition, and fresh produce from 
Sabrina Islam’s organic farm.  

OVER 6,600 Family Members 
FED siNce mid-March

FEED thrive-global.org

Thrive WON Grant to 
Feed Piet Van School 
Families 

A BIG thanks and HIGH 

five to Rose Blanchard, 

Advisory Council, and 

Adele Millard, Creative 

Director for preparing 

a successful proposal 

to Global Giving for 

COVID-19. We received 

$1,000 that fed 67 Piet 

Van families for the 

entire month of May. 

6,000 Eggs delivered to those in 
most need since mid-March.

Purnava, throughout the 

pandemic, has continued to 

donate thousands of eggs a 

month. Thrive has collaborated 

with our partners foundations, 

 Shoma Zahid Aastha Foundation, 

Labib Taradar, Amal Foundation, 

Moyeen Foundation,  and Chow’s 

restaurant to ensure the eggs get 

to those who need it most -- 

from persons living in nursing 

homes, orphanages, and on the 

city streets. 

Click here for VIDEO

http://thrive-global.org
https://vimeo.com/431971179
http://thrive-global.org
https://vimeo.com/431971179


THRIVE SPOTLIGHT
Each month, Thrive will feature a Q&A with a Thrive supporter, a teacher or a 
student. For May, we hear from Sabrina Islam, a Thrive monthly donor and 
in-kind supporter of local produce during COVID-19.  

Told by Sabrina Islam  
  
Tell us a little bit about you?  
I’m an entrepreneur, a passionate photographer, and a writer.  
I grew up in Dhaka, Bangladesh in the 60s and 70s, where, fortunately for 
me, I was raised by supportive men and strong, independent women who 
were bold and unafraid to break the norm. This gave me the inner strength 
to take on every challenge, to take the road less traveled, and to create my 
own path. 

I began my business career in the mid-70s with marketing of arts and crafts 
of rural artisans of Bangladesh. As a young adult woman, I started to see the 
world beyond my beautiful family and surroundings, I began to see the 
reality. The social injustices, the stark discrimination, the stereotyping, 
the harassment women face at home and at the workplace. It exposed 
me to the plight of the lesser privileged ones in our society and the urgent 
need for women’s empowerment.  

I started to work consciously towards improving this in my own limited way. 
The women crafts workers and artisans I dealt with were very dependent on 
their male partners. I started to feed my own thoughts on gender equality 
to those I was coming in contact with. I tried to emancipate them and help 
them build their confidence, their ability, and focus on their strengths. It was 
so heartwarming to often see the men responding positively, especially when 
their lives and households improved due to the participation of the women 
in economic activities. The butterfly effect took place and whole 
communities thrived. 

I have continued to work for women entrepreneurship and skills 
development. I manage and run a very creative and successful business, 
“Reflections - Decorative Art Glass” creating beautiful pieces of stained and 
etched glass that illuminate homes, commercial and religious places. It was 
innovative enough to fetch me the prestigious Daily Star- DHL Award in 2009 
for being an Outstanding Entrepreneur.  

I have an LLB (Hons) and MBA degrees from the University of Dhaka and was 
awarded a Ford Foundation Scholarship to study Small Business 
Management in the USA.  

I am an avid traveler, photographer, and writer. I have exhibited my 
photographs in solo as well as group photo exhibitions and have published 
books on my travels. 
  
Share a bit about your organic farm 
I enjoy gardening and farming. We set up an organic farm on the outskirts of 
Dhaka where we grow chemically-free local fruits and vegetables. We 
created a Facebook page called https://www.facebook.com/Krishihut/, which 
is a platform that may be used by any vegetable growers. This usually lists 
whatever produce we currently have. During these difficult times of the 
Coronavirus pandemic, we decided to not sell our products but instead 
to donate these to Thrive. 
  
How did you get iNvolved In Thrive? WhaT Thrive means tO you.  
I got involved with Thrive through my close friends Amna Rahman, Kanwal 
Bhagat, and Sadia Moyeen. The idea of delivering healthy food to the hungry 
children living in poverty and how doing this at the same time would 
encourage them to attend school and help them get the most important 
tool in life, education, appealed to me the most. I have always tried to reach 
out to the needy in our society and I feel Thrive is really one of the best 
organizations to donate to. It gives me hope and faith in humanity as it 
touches and improves so many lives! 

https://www.facebook.com/Krishihut/
https://www.facebook.com/Krishihut/


With school closed and many parents out of work, now, more than ever, we need to 

ensure the Thrive families can put food on their table. For $15/1300BDT we can 

give them a moNth’s worth of healthy food. 

Share Thrive Campaigns with family, friends, and colleagues.

Introduce us to others - support, in-kind, partners, and idea-makers!

Bring your valued ideas forward.

JOIN US IN CHANGING LIVES WITH HEALTHY FOOD 

thrivefeededucategrow

thrive.feed.educate.grow 

Thrive feed.educate.grow

info@thrive-global.org

GOING ON & COMING UP 
TOGETHER, WE FEED FAMILIES 
For $15/1300BDT a family will receive a month’s 
worth of healthy food.   

WORLD FOOD DAY-OctOBER 16 
Are you part of a running or walking club? Own a 
business or restaurant? Have a youth who wants 
to get involved? More details coming! 
Contact us at info@thrive-global.org to get 
started.  

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
JOIN THE FEED  
Monthly donors are the backbone of our work. 
Their ongoing support allows us to plan forward. 
Join the collective and dive into a community of 
amazing folks.   

$15 fuels a family with the basics for a month.  

$10 feeds a child a nutritious school meal each 
day for a month.  

Share Your Birthday or Special Day with 
Thrive HERE

BECOME a School SpONsor 
5 of our 13 schools have individuals, companies, 
and groups coming together to ensure the food 
for the year and to connect more closely with a 
group of students. thrive-global.org

YOU are Thrive!

DONATE 
HERE

mailto:info@thrive-global.org
https://www.facebook.com/thrivefeededucategrow
https://give.classy.org/donate-to-thrive
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mailto:info@thrive-global.org?subject=World%20Food%20Day%20with%20Thrive%20
https://www.classy.org/give/225869/#!/donation/checkout
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https://thrive-global.org/wp-content/uploads/THRIVE-School-to-School.pdf
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Executive Committee 
Gina Gabel, Co-Founder, President, Educator, US  

Amna Rahman, Vice President, Educator, Bangladesh 
Rich Watson, Treasurer, COO NGO, US  

Kanwal Bhagat, Secretary, Wellness Entrepreneur, Bangladesh/India  
Shannon Young, Strategic Growth, Foreign Service Officer -  

Population Health & Nutrition, US/Tanzania 

Board  
Arsalan Ali, Managing Director & Entrepreneur, Bangladesh  

Priscilla Heffelfinger, Co-Founder, CEO, US/Philippines  
Sadia Moyeen, Business Owner, Bangladesh 

Rebecca Arnold, Development Manager NGO, US 

Bangladesh Trust  
Amna Rahman, Chair, Educator, Bangladesh 

Arsalan Ali, Vice-Chair, Managing Director & Entrepreneur, Bangladesh 

Advisory Council  
Senior Advisor: Mishal Karim, Managing Director & Entrepreneur, 

Bangladesh  
Zulfikar Ali, Managing Director & Entrepreneur, Bangladesh 

Rose Blanchard, Public Health Professional, US/Dubai 
Cristina Imperial Carl, CEO Business Organization, Philippines 

Louie Gabel, Attorney, US 
Shelley King, Tech Entrepreneur & Marketing Consultant, US 

Joe Labriola, Executive Director NGO, US 
Debbie Pfeifer, Communications Consultant, US  

Amanda Barnes Pierce, Registered Dietitian, US/Philippines  
Archana Raj, Apparel Entrepreneur, Bangladesh/India  

Dana Zarzycki, Photographer & Development Director, US  

Team  
Priscilla Heffelfinger, Co-Founder, CEO, US  

Adele Millard, Creative Director, US 
SpaceDawg, Operations & Web + Media Support, Bangladesh  

Smarter Good, Accounting + Financing, Philippines



Rotary Club 
Dhaka West 

Zaman Holdings  
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